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Utilise this map along with 
your Walcha Open Air Gallery 
brochure and discover 41 
amazing sculptures and 
artworks by local, national 
and international artists.

Walcha Tourist Information

25. Walcha Cemetery – Gordon Hookey, Melbourne: 2002
These two monuments were placed as a memorial to the many 
unmarked Aboriginal graves at the Cemetery and an active act of 
reconciliation within the Walcha community. They were unveiled by Mrs 
Shirley Davidson, Mrs Beryl Green and Mrs Sue Green, respected elders 
of the local Aboriginal community.

26. “Life on First Breath” – Victor Nui, Tonga: 1999 / Installed 2005
2m x 1.75m  •  This sculpture was carved from red cedar for Sculpture by 
the Sea 1999. It was donated to the Walcha community by Sculpture by 
the Sea in 2005.

27. “Birds Song” – Ross Laurie, Walcha: 2005
This sculpture made from galvanised iron, old timber and wire was 
created by local artist, Ross Laurie using motifs drawn by K–6 students 
at Walcha Central School. Senior students assisted with the engineering 
and stonework and funding was provided by Arts North West.

28. “Where eels swim” – Stephen King, Walcha: 2005
This mosaic was made with polished granite and depicts one of the 
aboriginal meanings for “Walcha”. Stephen King was assisted by local 
artist, Myfanwy Gullifer.

29. “Bell tower” – Vaclav Fiala, Czech Republic: 2005
6m x 2m x 2m  •  In 2004, Vaclav Fiala, a renowned Czech artist, came 
to Stephen King’s Walcha property to make a sculpture for Sculpture by 
the Sea, Bondi, an acquisitive art prize. Walcha Council and Walcha Arts 
Council’s decision to buy it was thwarted when the sculpture won the 
major prize. Fiala returned the following year to make a second sculpture 
for Walcha and a third for entry into Sculpture by the Sea, 2005, which 
also won the major prize that year. “Bell tower” was constructed from 
hardwood sourced from coastal rainforest and milled in Walcha.

30. Middle Street Bridge mosaic – Stephen King & Myfanwy Gullifer: 2006
This mosaic depicts an eclectic stream of water life and was created 
using ceramic tiles made by Walcha Central art students and set into the 
top of the footpath wall on the new bridge spanning Apsley River.

31. “The Board” – Stephen King, Walcha: 2007
4.5m x 0.6m x 0.6m  •  This sculpture, carved from stringybark, travelled 
from Walcha to Bondi to Cottesloe Beach, Perth before finally returning 
to Walcha to be purchased for the Walcha community by the Walcha 
Town and Country Club. 

32. “Up and Down” – Myfanwy Gullifer, Walcha: 2007
180 x 100cm  •  This mosaic was pieced together from porcelain during 
the redesigning of Walcha’s streetscape.

33. Goodcom Communications shopfront  – Charlie Trivers,  
Wamberal, NSW: 2007
Ironbark and Tallowwood  •  Artists and technicians designed and carved 
more than thirty posts during a ten-day workshop in Walcha to replace 
the old awning posts of six shopfronts.

34. Walcha Fitzderby Chambers – Rick Reynolds, Elans, NSW: 2007
Ironbark and Tallowwood

35. Commonwealth Bank shopfront – Rick Reynolds, Charlie Trivers  
and the Walcha Woodcarving Group  – Plum Henry, Stephen King, Sam Lisle,  
Brian Lockyer: 2007
Tallowwood and Ironbark

36. Walcha IGA Supermarket – John Turier, Adamstown, NSW: 2007
Tallowwood and Ironbark

37.  Walcha Newsagency – Walcha Woodcarving Group: 2007
Tallowwood and Ironbark

38. Walcha Tourist Information Office – Sallwa Hourani, Armidale, 
 NSW: 2007
Tallowwood

39. Walcha Telecottage – Sallwa Hourani, Armidale, NSW: 2007
Stringybark

40. “The Citizens” – Andreas Buisman, Austria: 2010
Carved and polished columnar basalt crystals sourced from local 
property “Glen Collin”, St Leonards Creek  •  The work was commissioned 
by Walcha Arts Council and Walcha Council.

Photographs 3, 4, 11,22, 24 by Beryl Feron.
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Take a walk around the streets and along the river to  
see sculptures and artworks by local, national and  
international artists.
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25. Walcha Cemetery – Gordon Hookey, Melbourne: 2002

These two monuments were placed as a memorial to the many 

unmarked Aboriginal graves at the Cemetery and an active act of 

reconciliation within the Walcha community. They were unveiled by Mrs 

Shirley Davidson, Mrs Beryl Green and Mrs Sue Green, respected elders 

of the local Aboriginal community.

26. “Life on First Breath” – Victor Nui, Tonga: 1999 / Installed 2005

2m x 1.75m  •  This sculpture was carved from red cedar for Sculpture by 

the Sea 1999. It was donated to the Walcha community by Sculpture by 

the Sea in 2005.

27. “Birds Song” – Ross Laurie, Walcha: 2005

This sculpture made from galvanised iron, old timber and wire was 

created by local artist, Ross Laurie using motifs drawn by K–6 students 

at Walcha Central School. Senior students assisted with the engineering 

and stonework and funding was provided by Arts North West.

28. “Where eels swim” – Stephen King, Walcha: 2005

This mosaic was made with polished granite and depicts one of the 

aboriginal meanings for “Walcha”. Stephen King was assisted by local 

artist, Myfanwy Gullifer.

29. “Bell tower” – Vaclav Fiala, Czech Republic: 2005

6m x 2m x 2m  •  In 2004, Vaclav Fiala, a renowned Czech artist, came 

to Stephen King’s Walcha property to make a sculpture for Sculpture by 

the Sea, Bondi, an acquisitive art prize. Walcha Council and Walcha Arts 

Council’s decision to buy it was thwarted when the sculpture won the 

major prize. Fiala returned the following year to make a second sculpture 

for Walcha and a third for entry into Sculpture by the Sea, 2005, which 

also won the major prize that year. “Bell tower” was constructed from 

hardwood sourced from coastal rainforest and milled in Walcha.

30. Middle Street Bridge mosaic – Stephen King & Myfanwy Gullifer: 2006

This mosaic depicts an eclectic stream of water life and was created 

using ceramic tiles made by Walcha Central art students and set into the 

top of the footpath wall on the new bridge spanning Apsley River.

31. “The Board” – Stephen King, Walcha: 2007

4.5m x 0.6m x 0.6m  •  This sculpture, carved from stringybark, travelled 

from Walcha to Bondi to Cottesloe Beach, Perth before finally returning 

to Walcha to be purchased for the Walcha community by the Walcha 

Town and Country Club. 

32. “Up and Down” – Myfanwy Gullifer, Walcha: 2007

180 x 100cm  •  This mosaic was pieced together from porcelain during 

the redesigning of Walcha’s streetscape.

33. Goodcom Communications shopfront  – Charlie Trivers,  

Wamberal, NSW: 2007

Ironbark and Tallowwood  •  Artists and technicians designed and carved 

more than thirty posts during a ten-day workshop in Walcha to replace 

the old awning posts of six shopfronts.

34. Walcha Fitzderby Chambers – Rick Reynolds, Elans, NSW: 2007

Ironbark and Tallowwood

35. Commonwealth Bank shopfront – Rick Reynolds, Charlie Trivers  

and the Walcha Woodcarving Group  – Plum Henry, Stephen King, Sam Lisle,  

Brian Lockyer: 2007

Tallowwood and Ironbark

36. Walcha IGA Supermarket – John Turier, Adamstown, NSW: 2007

Tallowwood and Ironbark

37.  Walcha Newsagency – Walcha Woodcarving Group: 2007

Tallowwood and Ironbark

38. Walcha Tourist Information Office – Sallwa Hourani, Armidale, 

 NSW: 2007

Tallowwood

39. Walcha Telecottage – Sallwa Hourani, Armidale, NSW: 2007

Stringybark

40. “The Citizens” – Andreas Buisman, Austria: 2010

Carved and polished columnar basalt crystals sourced from local 

property “Glen Collin”, St Leonards Creek  •  The work was commissioned 

by Walcha Arts Council and Walcha Council.

Photographs 3, 4, 11,22, 24 by Beryl Feron.
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